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COMMENTS ON DBER RESEARCH PLAN 

I have many points o f  disagreement  with items proposed by DBER 
researchers, but those associated with l a n d  r e c l a m a t i o n  appear 
t o  me t o  be most significant. 

As a prelude,  may I remind ERDA t h a t  we have been u t i l i z i n g  the 
advice and resources of the U . S .  Soil Conservation Service (SCS) 
since 1 9 7 0 ,  
shelterbelt p l a n t i n g ,  and rangeland management, t o  name a few,  
have provided " free"  e v a l u a t i o n s  and recommendations for 
reclamation of barren areas 
The SCS i s  currently g e t t i n g  ready t o  open a master study of the 
entirs Rocky Flats Plan t  [includinz newly acquired acreage) from 
8 rec lamat ion  and c o n s e r v a t i o n  view. 
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Experts i n  soil erosion c o n t r o l ,  revegetation, 

planting grasses,  and growing t rees .  

Why waste scarce ERDA funds on reclamation r e s e a r c h  by Fraley 
o f  CSU? 
spot  and recommend a reclamation procedure?  
from the Department of Radiology and Radiation Biology, not 
Agronomy. 

And what are F r a l e y ' s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t o  s t u d y  our h o t -  
I believe he is 

If we need additional expertise over and above t h a t  of the S o i l .  
Conservation Service,  why not go t o  Dr. William Berg, Department 
o f  Agronomy, CSU, who has been work ing  on r e c l a m a t i o n  o f  
devastated land for about  20  years .  

F i n a l l y ,  I s t r o n g l y  object t o  DBERfs p lan  f a r  land reclamation 
following soil removal. It would be a drastic mistake t o  till 
o r  plow the s o i l  before p l a n t i n g .  
we plan t o  backfill w i t h  loose t o p s o i l  and plowing would only 

I t  would be unnecessary  since 

adjacent unexcavated-  areas; dis r b  the s t a b i l i z e d  
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